[Etiology of the fear of dentistry].
In the present study, 192 extremely anxious dental patients were asked for the factors which may have influenced their dental anxiety. The results showed that a traumatic dental experience, personality and professional behaviour of the dentist, persons in the direct environment, and psychological background all played an important role. Almost all extremely anxious dental patients had more than one negative experience with the dental treatment. Most patients acquired their anxiety at an early age.